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Sundry  Office  oDd  llouse  Ex 


AMERICAN  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Congrega¬ 
tional  Association  (agreeably  to  notice  in  the  Congregationalist )  was 
held  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  May  25,  1875,  at  12  M. 

The  President  occupied  the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
George  W.  Blagden,  d.  d. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
The  reports  of  the  Directors,  of  the  Library  Committee,  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Ministerial  Bureau,  and  of  the  Treasurer,  were 
read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Directors  for  publication  at  their 
discretion 

The  By-Laws  in  respect  to  the  Library  and  Librarian,  which  had 
been  accepted  by  the  Directors  on  the  8th  of  February  last,  to  be 
laid  before  the  Association,  were  then  presented  by  them  and  were 
carefully  considered,  and  after  various  amendments  were  adopted  as 
printed  on  inside  of  the  covers  of  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Report. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  by  ballot  for  the  ensuing 
year  :  — 

President. 

Hon.  EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  William  W.  Thomas,  Portland,  Me. 

Hon.  Nelson  Dingley,  Jr.,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  d.  d.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Rev.  Harvey  D  Kitchel,  d.  d.,  Middlebury,  Vt. 

Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  d.  d.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  d.  d.,  Medway,  Mass. 

Rev.  Seth  Swef.tser,  d.  d.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Hon.  Horatio  G.  Knight,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  d.  d,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Hon.  Amos  C.  Barstow,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  d.  d.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Hon.  Henry  P.  Haven,  New  London,  Conn. 

Hon.  Calvin  Day,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  d.  d.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  RAYr  Palmer,  n.  d.,  New  York  City. 

Rev.  Wm.  Ives  Budington,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  d.  d.,  Marietta,  O. 

Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott,  d.  d.,  Cleveland,  O. 
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Rev.  Nathaniel  A.  Hyde,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Rev.  Julian  M.  Sturtevant,  d.  d.,  Jacksonville,  Ill. 
Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bartlett,  d.  d.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  Hammond,  Chicago,  Ill. 

A.  Finch,  Esq.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Rev.  William  E.  Merriman,  Ripon,  Wis. 

Rev.  Truman  M.  Post,  d.  d.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Rev.  William  Salter,  d.  d.,  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Rev.  George  Mooar,  d.  d.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Rev.  Henry  Wilkes,  d.  d.,  Montreal,  Canada. 


Directors. 

Hon.  Edward  S.  Tobey,  Boston. 

John  Field,  Esq.,  Arlington. 


Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  d.  d., 
New  Bedford. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.  d.,  Bos¬ 
ton. 

Henry  D.  Hyde,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Rev.  John  O.  Means,  d.d.,  Boston. 
James  P.  Melledge,  Esq.,  Cam¬ 
bridge. 


Hon.  Rufus  S.  Frost,  Chelsea. 

J.  Russell  Bradford,  Esq.,  Bos¬ 
ton. 

S.  D.  Warren,  Esq.,  Boston. 

David  N.  Skillings,  Esq.,  Win¬ 
chester. 

Rev.  N.  G.  Clark,  d.  d.,  Boston. 

Richard  H.  Stearns,  Esq.,  Bos¬ 
ton. 

James  White,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Treasurer. 

SAMUEL  T.  SNOW,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Corresponding  Secretary ,  Librarian ,  and  Assistant  Treasitrer. 

Rev.  ISAAC  P.  LANGWORTHY,  Chelsea. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Rev.  DANIEL  P.  NOYES,  Newburyport. 

A  uditor. 

JOSEPH  N.  BACON,  Esq.,  Newton. 

A  letter  of  positive  resignation  having  been  received  from  Dea.  Ezra 
Farnsworth,  on  motion  it  was  unanimously 

Voted,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  Association  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  Ezra  Farnsworth,  Esq.,  for  his  long  and  faithful  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  direction  of  its  affairs,  and  that  we  deeply  regret  the  fact  that 
he  has  thought  it  needful  to  decline  further  labor  in  its  behalf. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 

DANIEL  P.  NOYES, 

Rec.  Sec. 


THE  TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

American  Congregational  Association. 


It  is  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  that  the  Directors  of  the  American 
Congregational  Association  are  able,  in  this,  their  Twenty-second 
Annual  Report,  to  announce  the  completion  of  the  Congregational 
House.  The  generous  gift  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  by  the 
late  Samuel  A.  Hitchcock,  of  Brimfield,  in  September,  1873,  war¬ 
ranted  the  issuance  of  proposals  to  builders  for  estimates  on  the 
plans  made  by  Messrs.  Cummings  &  Sears,  architects,  of  this  city, 
for  finishing  the  inside  of  the  Library  building.  In  March,  1874,  a 
contract  was  signed  with  the  Boston  Corrugated  Iron  Company  for 
the  principal  part  of  the  work,  the  cast  and  wrought  iron  part  thereof 
being  underlet  by  that  company  to  S.  C.  Jones,  of  East  Cambridge. 
The  plastering  was  done  by  Thomas  Parker ;  Messrs.  Bowker  & 
Torrey  laid  the  marble  floor  ;  W.  H.  Wentworth  put  in  the  marble 
shelves  under  the  windows ;  the  painting  was  done  by  Wm.  J. 
McPherson,  —  all  of  this  city.  The  shelving,  desks,  and  tables  were 
made  by  Messrs.  Payson  &  Cutler,  of  Holliston ;  and  it  should  be 
said  that  the  several  contractors  discharged  their  obligations  quite 
to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Board.  All  was  finished,  and  the  room 
dedicated  on  Forefathers’  Day,  December  21,  1874,  with  appropriate 
services  :  consisting  of  an  introductory  prayer  by  Rev  C.  M.  Hyde, 
D.  d.,  of  Haverhill ;  the  delivery  of  the  keys  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee,  Dea.  Ezra  Farnsworth,  to  the  President  of  the 
Association,  Hon.  E.  S.  Tobey;  by  him  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Library  Committee,  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  d.  d.  ;  by  him  to  the  Libra¬ 
rian,  Rev.  Isaac  P.  Langworthy,  with  a  brief  address  by  each.  The 
dedicatory  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Manning,  d.  d.,  of 
this  city.  Two  original  hymns  were  sung,  written  for  the  occasion 
by  Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  d.  d.,  of  this  city.  Brief  and  pertinent  ad¬ 
dresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  d.  d.,  one  of  the  three 
original  corporators,  and  the  only  survivor  ;  by  Dr.  Hyde  ;  by  J. 
L.  Sibley,  Esq.,  Librarian  of  Harvard  College ;  by  J.  Winsor,  Esq., 
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Superintendent  of  City'  Library,  Boston by  Henry  Wheatland, 
M.  d.,  Librarian  of  Essex  Institute,  Salem  ;  and  the  Hon.  Marshall 
P.  Wilder,  of  Boston.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  convenience 
and  general  aspect  of  the  room  give  quite  universal  satisfaction. 

The  removal  of  the  books,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers  from  th® 
attics  of  the  old  part  of  the  house  immediately  supervened,  and  the 
much  greater  work  of  arranging  the  same  in  the  several  alcoves  is 
nearly  complete.  The  adjustment  of  the  slip  catalogue,  so  as  to  be 
available,  will  be  pushed  forward  as  fast  as  our  necessarily  small 
working  force  can  do  it,  while  keeping  along  the  essential  daily  care 
of  the  entire  building  in  general  and  of  the  Library  in  particular.  Gifts 
of  books,  pamphlets,  newspapers,  manuscripts,  and  engravings  have 
been  frequent  and  valuable  during  the  past  year,  especially  since  our 
occupancy  of  the  new  room.  These  are  to  be  assorted,  stamped, 
catalogued,  arranged,  and  acknowledged.  Visitors  are  much  more 
numerous  than  ever  before,  and  inquiries  from  a  distance  in  reference 
to  varied  historical  data,  biographies  of  deceased  clergymen,  and 
statistics  generally,  have  been  quite  frequent ;  and  it  is  a  matter  not 
a  little  gratifying  that  we  are  better  able  than  ever  before  to  give,  in 
most  instances,  satisfactory  answers. 

Our  files  of  the  “Boston  Recorder”  and  the  “New  York  Ob¬ 
server,”  the  two  oldest  religious  papers  of  the  country,  are  complete 
and  bound;  so  of  the  “  Congregationalist  ”  ;  and  of  all  the  other 
denominational  papers,  Congregational,  we  have  nearly  complete 
files.  With  these  and  essentially  full  sets  of  all  our  religious  serials, 
monthlies,  and  quarterlies,  together  with  the  reports  of  all  the 
leading  benevolent  societies,  the  most  varied  and  nearly  entire  of 
perhaps  any  of  our  public  libraries,  we  have  the  facilities  for  gather¬ 
ing  largely  the  items  of  the  religious  history  of  our  country  for  the 
last  sixty  years,  not  to  say  for  the  last  two  centuries,  with  gratifying 
fulness. 

As  it  becomes  more  generally  known  what  can  be  done  here  in 
the  particulars  just  named,  these  advantages  will  be  more  generally 
sought.  Add  to  these  our  nearly  three  hundred  volumes  of  local 
histories,  besides  pamphlets,  our  rapidly  increasing  alcove  of  biogra 
phies,  and  a  large  number  of  contemporaneous  religious  publications, 
weeklies,  monthlies,  and  quarterlies,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  library 
means  not  only  to  gather  all  that  is  available  in  the  history  of  the 
past,  but  to  be  equally  fruitful  in  all  that  is  passing,  keeping  even 
step  with  the  progress  of  this  wonderfully  progressive  age,  making 
our  few  specialties  as  full  as  possible.  Considerable  binding  has 
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been  done,  of  valuable  historical  pamphlets,  serials,  and  newspapers. 
Much  more  needs  to  be  done  which  must  wait  the  means  to  do  it 
with. 

If  there  is  anything  but  general  satisfaction  and  gratitude  for  the 
completion  of  this  Iong-talked-of  Congregational  House,  it  has  not 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Board.  Its  great  convenience  to  the 
constituency  of  the  benevolent  societies,  whose  offices  are  here  all 
under  one  roof ;  the  exceedingly  pleasant  facilities  it  affords  for  social 
intercourse  between  brethren  occupying  different  and  widely  separate 
fields  of  labor ;  its  ample  arid  always  available  rooms  for  ministers' 
meetings,  conferences,  and  associations,  together  with  its  weekly,, 
monthly,  quarterly,  and  annual  issues,  involving  a  correspondence  so 
varied  and  general  as  they  necessarily  must,  sending  forth  so  much 
that  is  of  especial  interest  to  our  churches  and  the  world,  make  this 
structure  one  for  which  we  may  be  profoundly  grateful,  as  both  useful 
and  creditable  to  the  denomination,  —  a  structure  in  behalf  of  which  it 
would  seem  that  the  co-operation  of  all  Congregational  Churches  in 
assuming  its  responsibilities  might  reasonably  be  expected.  Con¬ 
venient,  commendable,  and  important  every  way  as  it  is,  all  must  see 
that  it  could  not  be  secured  without  a  large  outlay.  But  to  have 
placed  it  elsewhere,  south  or  west  of  its  present  site,  where  the  same 
number  of  square  feet  of  land  could  have  been  secured  for  less  money, 
would  have  been  to  defeat  the  main  objects  to  be  accomplished,  as 
the  benevolent  societies  to  be  accommodated  must  be  within  easy 
reach  of  their  contributors  and  not  far  from  business  centres  ;  and 
the  Library  would  not  be  as  likely  to  secure  its  needed  gifts,,  nor 
could  it  yield  its  best  results,  unless  located  where  both  benefactors 
and  beneficiaries  could  readily  find  it.  To  these  considerations  in 
favor  of  this  location  may  be  added  the  fact  that  stores  and  rooms 
would  necessarily  command  a  higher  price  for  use  than  in  a  more 
remote  situation.  In  ordinary  business  times,  it  is  believed  that  all 
available  rooms  for  business  purposes  may  be  and  will  be  occupied 
with  a  remunerative  tenantry. 

To  give  the  friends  of  our  polity  and  principles  a  true  conception 
of  the  present  condition  of  this  Association,  a  few  items  of  its  origin 
and  history  to  this  day  seem  indispensable,  and  their  careful  perusal 
is  most  earnestly  sought. 

The  first  public  plea  in  behalf  of  anything  answering  to  “  the 
Congregational  House  ”  was  made  by  Prof.  Bela  B.  Edwards,  of 
Andover,  in  an  able  article  publishd  in  the  August  number  of  the 
“  Bibliotheca  Sacra,”  1847,  ar>d  the  first  meeting  held  in  response  was 
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in  the  winter  of  1851,  at  Andover,  at  which  there  was  no  person  from 
Boston,  showing  that  the  idea  of  such  a  structure  was  not  a  “  Boston 
notion.”  Subsequent  meetings,  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  were 
held  here. 

The  present  Association,  in  its  essential  features,  was  organized 
under  a  charter  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  May  25, 
1853,  when  a  building  was  contemplated  only  large  enough  to 
accommodate  a  Library  of  some  25,000  volumes,  and  our  three 
Massachusetts  Congregational  Societies. 

Not  until  it  was  foreseen  that  our  great  national  benevolent 
societies  were  to  be  left  on  the  hands  of  the  Congregational  churches 
alone  was  the  idea  entertained  of  a  building  large  enough  to  accom¬ 
modate  them  all. 

The  acceptance  of  this  alternative  was  cordial,  and  all  but 
universal,  both  as  to  the  idea  and  the  place  where  it  was  proposed  to 
make  it  a  reality.  The  National  Council  of  1865,  the  larger  councils 
in  connection  with  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the 
Landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  held  at  the  East  and  at  the  West ;  all  the 
State  Associations  and  Conferences  before  which  the  subject  was 
brought,  and  the  National  Council  of  1871,  at  Oberlin,  unanimously 
endorsed  and  commended  this  object  to  all  the  Congregational 
churches  of  the  country  for  at  least  o?ie  fair  contribution  from  each 
church . 

This  object  was  one  of  the  three  recommended  by  the  preliminary 
councils  for  especial  memorial  gifts  during  the  jubilee  year ;  but 
in  fully  nine  instances  out  of  ten  the  other  two  took  the  money 
where  any  was  taken. 

For  not  giving,  some  offered  as  a  reason,  “  Boston  has  not  given  : 
Boston  must  lead,  we  will  follow  ”;  others,  “You  have  not  bought  a 
site  or  given  any  tangible  evidence  that  you  will  use  the  money  if 
we  give  it.  Buy  and  start  your  building,  and  we  will  come  to  your 
aid.”  During  the  jubilee  year  Boston  did  give  with  commendable 
liberality,  and  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  $225,000  that  has  been 
paid  has  come  from  this  city  and  immediate  vicinity. 

Encouraged  by  the  assurances  of  co-operation  when  a  good  be¬ 
ginning  was  made,  the  site  was  purchased  for  $293,000,  mortgaging 
the  same  for  $200,000.  It  was  considered  by  all  good  judges  a  very 
cheap  property,  and  by  utilizing  the  two  large  granite  buildings 
thereon,  $100,000  was  saved  from  what  it  would  have  cost  had  we 
built,  with  the  same  thoroughness  and  security,  entirely  new,  having 
the  same  accommodations. 


9 


Circulars  were  sent  and  personal  letters  were  written  to  over 
eighteen  hundred  churches  that  had  not  given  “  the  one  contribu¬ 
tion”  early  in  1871,  and  responses  were  generally  encouraging  when 
the  great  fire  in  Chicago  turned  everything  available  in  that  direc¬ 
tion. 

Suspending  operations  until  a  partial  recovery  from  that  pressure 
was  secured,  a  second  effort  was  beginning  to  be  efficient,  when  we 
met  on  this  same  unreaped  field,  three  Chicago  pastors,  urging  their 
claims  for  $100,000  to  rebuild  their  burned  sanctuaries,  and  of  course 
there  was  no  successful  resisting  this  appeal  for  help  confessedly 
needed. 

Then  came  the  Boston  fires,  destroying  insurance  offices,  requiring 
reinsurance  at  higher  rates,  compelling  us  to  pay  large  assessments 
to  the  broken-down  offices,,  disabling  some  of  our  best  givers ;  and 
ere  we  could  straighten  up  to  breast  another  adversity,  the  “panic  ” 
was  upon  us,  and  still  holds  us,  reducing  somewhat  our  tariff -of  rents, 
vacating  two  of  our  stores,  thus  placing  the  Association  upon  quite 
too  short  an  allowance  for  continuous  successful  life. 

We  have  struggled  against  these  odds  without  increasing  indebt¬ 
edness  except  what  has  come  of  interest  and  running  expenses 
during  the  year  of  building,  together  with  the  extra  insurance 
liabilities,  taxes  on  the  whole  property  for  the  building  year,  and  for 
some  changes  in  rooms  and  stores  to  meet  the  convenience  of 
occupants. 

With  even  no  more  than  $45,000  now  in  hand,  our  treasury  would 
be  relieved,  and  with  business  revived  the  income  from  the  building 
would  afford  a  small  margin  for  a  sinking  fund,  which  would  ultimately 
pay  the  entire  debt,  which  would  give  our  benevolent  societies  their 
rooms  free  of  rent,  thus  saving  to  them  for  the  cause  of  Christ  the 
interest  of  our  entire  liabilities.  So  that  the  gifts  we  now  ask  would 
be  really  permanent  investments  in  the  interests  of  the  work  of  the 
world’s  salvation,  with  the  most  encouraging  promise  of  continuous 
and  enlarging  usefulness.  For  this  reason  alone  this  Board  feels 
justified  in  urging  “  the  one  generous  gift  ”  from  every  Congregational 
church. 

But  every  church  acknowledges  the  family  tie  and  must  wish  to  be 
represented  in  this  family  structure.  The  Memorial  Book  now  in 
course  of  preparation  will  contain  the  name  of  every  known  Congre¬ 
gational  church,  under  which  will  be  recorded  the  amount  of  its 
donations,  —  if  anything  is  given,  —  and  the  name  of  every  giver 
returned  with  the  sum  each  gives.  This  book  will  be  kept  in  the 


archives  of  the  Library  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  deep  interest  to  pos¬ 
terity,  when  it  is  quite  certain  that  this  denominational  House  will  be 
more  appreciated,  as  its  usefulness  will  be  more  fully  realized. 

It  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  secure  and  record  the  names  of 
givers,  because  any  member  of  an  Orthodox  Congregational  church 
giving  a  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar  becomes  not  only  a  life-member 
but  a  bona  fide  proprietor  and  voter,  wherever  their  residence, 
and  none  besides  can  elect  its  officers  or  control  its  affairs. 

By  an  especial  arrangement,  any  person  giving  an  equal  sum, 
though  not  a  member  of  a  Congregational  church,  becomes  an  hon¬ 
orary  life-member,  and  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  House 
and  Library  except  that  of  voting.  The  giver  of  a  sum  not  less  than 
twenty-five  dollars  becomes  an  honorary  life-director  ;  and  of  a  sum 
not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  is  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  the 
insertion  of  the  name  at  the  head  of  a  section  in  the  Library,  and  of  a 
sum  not  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  over  an  alcove,  —  making 
thus  a  permanent  record  of  their  testimony  to  the  value  of  the 
truths  these  shelves  are  to  hold,  and  as  an  expression  of  their  desire 
for  the  perpetuity  of  the  principles  and  polity  the  founders  of  our 
free  institutions  sacrificed  so  much  to  establish. 

This  Board  is  compelled  to  appeal  once  more,  and  with  peculiar 
urgency,  to  those  churches  that  have  not  as  yet  expressed  their 
interest  in  this  family  enterprise,  to  do  so  now  or  at  their  earliest 
possible  convenience.  Nothing  but  a  keenly  felt  necessity  compels 
this  earnest  call. 

This  Board  takes  pleasure  in  gratefully  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  an  excellent  bas-relievo  bust,  in  plaster  of  paris,  of  the  Rev.  N. 
W.  Taylor,  d.  d.,  the  gift  of  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Marvin,  of  Lancaster  ; 
and  an  early  portrait  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Mayhew,  a  gift  from 
Ralph  Dunning,  Esq.,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C.  Not  a  few  quite  large 
donations  of  books  and  pamphlets  have  been  received,  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  subjoining  list. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  long- 
continued  illness  of  one  of  their  number,  on  whom  they  especially 
depended  for  the  work,  has  made  it  practically  impossible  for  them 
to  undertake,  before  this  annual  meeting,  that  very  thorough  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  Library,  shelf  by  shelf  and  book  by  book,  with  a  view 


on  the  one  hand  to  record  its  achieved  excellence,  and  on  the  other 
to  suggest  its  manifold  and  most  urgent  deficiencies,  which  seems  to 
be  demanded  at  this  time.  They  are,  therefore,  reluctantly  com¬ 
pelled  to  pass  that  needed  and  desirable  work  on  to  their  successors, 
contenting  themselves  with  the  general  statement  that  the  books  are 
in  the  new  Hall  ;  are  fast  coming  into  place,  and  upon  the  slip  cat¬ 
alogues  ;  that  the  year  has  been  signally  marked  by  valuable  acces¬ 
sions  (in  all  4,735),  and  that  it  seems  a  reasonable  hope  that  before 
another  annual  meeting  this  collection  of  volumes  will  be  in  such 
order,  and  have  such  facilities  of  reference,  as  shall  make  it  duly 
accessible  to  all  who  desire  .the  privilege  of  its  use. 

The  number  of  volumes  is  16,271,  of  duplicates  5,721,  total, 
21,992  ;  of  pamphlets,  estimated  from  80,000  to  90,000. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 
JOHN  O.  MEANS, 

A.  H.  QUINT, 

Committee. 

Boston,  May  25,  1875. 


« 

REPORT  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  MINISTERIAL  SUPPLY. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  1874  the  Directors  of  the  American 
Congregational  Association  determined,  at  the  request  of  many 
friends  who  felt  a  strong  desire  to  have  the  experiment  tried,  to  under¬ 
take  to  establish  a  Bureau  of  Supply  for  vacant  pulpits,  to  be  also  a 
medium  of  communication  between  churches  desiring  pastors  and 
ministers  without  settlement.  They  were  the  more  moved  to  this 
endeavor  by  the  fact  that  Providence  had  brought  to  their  attention 
a  Christian  brother  willing  to  undertake  the  work,  under  their  super¬ 
vision,  who  seemed  to  them  eminently  to  possess  the  —  not  always 
obtainable  —  qualities  requisite  for  usefulness  and  success  therein. 

They  accordingly  appointed  a  committee  to  have  the  matter  in 
charge,  and  appointed  Mr.  George  Beal  as  their  agent,  to  act  under 
the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  committee,  laying  upon  them,  and 
upon  him,  one  only  absolute  condition,  namely :  that  no  minister  be 
sent  out  from  the  Bureau,  even  for  a  single  Sabbath’s  labor,  who  has 
not  previously  satisfied  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  of  his  posses¬ 
sion  of  ample  credentials  as  a  Christian  minister  in  good  and  regular 
standing.  For  this  committee  Rev.  H.  M.  Dexter,  Rev.  Dr  John 
O.  Means,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Melledge  were  named. 
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The  Bureau  commenced  operations  with  the  beginning  of  the 
present  calendar  year  (1875).  It  was  felt  that  the  true  method  of 
carrying  on  such  an  undertaking  would  probably  prove  to  be  to  make 
a  small  pecuniary  charge,  —  after  the  fashion  of  an  intelligence  office, 
or  agency,  for  ordinary  secular  work.  It  was  accordingly  arranged 
by  the  committee  that  the  moderate  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  be  as¬ 
sessed  upon  each  minister  aided  to  a  supply  for  a  single  Sunday,  and 
upon  each  church  so  supplied  ;  and  that  for  the  sum  of  $5.00  the 
Bureau  should  undertake  for  one  year’s  time  (if  so  long  a  time  be 
needed)  to  secure  a  pastorate  for  a  minister  desiring  one;  with  a 
corresponding  charge  of  the  same  amount  to  the  church  helped  to  a 
pastor  by  its  exertions.  Experience  has  led  the  committee  to  doubt 
the  wisdom  of  one  of  these  small  taxes,  —  that  upon  the  church 
receiving  a  supply  for  a  single  Sunday,  —  which  will  henceforth  be 
discontinued. 

Books  were  opened  for  the  necessary  records,  and  the  process  has 
been  going  on  now  for  twenty  Sabbaths,  —  a  little  less  than  five 
months.  The  following  statistics  will  show  the  results  thus  far  :  — 

Supplies  have  been  sent  to  68  different  churches,  47  of  which 
were  destitute  of  a  pastor. 

The  number  of  times  ministers  have  been  sent  out  as  supplies  has 
been  167,  —  many  ministers,  of  course,  more  than  once. 

The  largest  number  sent  out  in  anyone  week  has  been  14 ;  small¬ 
est  number,  4  ;  average,  8. 

Thirteen  churches  have  applied  to  the  Bureau  to  aid  them  in 
securing  pastors  ;  and 

Forty-six  ministers  have  asked  it  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  set¬ 
tlement  over  some  suitable  parish. 

These  church  applications  have  come  from  all  the  New  England 
States,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Michigan. 

Five  pastorates  have  already  been  negotiated  through  the  agency  of 
the  Bureau  —  a  gratifying  average  of  more  than  one  each  month. 

We  are  greatly  encouraged  by  this  showing,  and  the  Committee 
feel  that  the  experiment  has  been  so  far  a  success  as  to  warrant  the 
strongest  hopes  of  its  beneficent  working  in  the  future. 

We  are  having  six  sets  of  books  prepared  for  the  use  of  the 
future,  viz  : 

1.  To  contain  all  pastoral  resignations. 

2.  “  “  all  pastoral  calls. 

3.  “  “  all  dismissals. 

4.  “  “  all  settlements. 


5-  List  of  new  churches  organized. 

6.  List  of  ministers  added  and  dropped  by  death,  for  unworthi¬ 
ness,  etc.  etc. 

The  Committee  express  their  feeling  of  confidence  that  if  the 
churches  can  duly  be  led  to  see  the  advantage  to  them  of  working 
through  this  agency,  its  results  before  another  twelvemonth  will  dem¬ 
onstrate  their  own  priceless  value. 

They  only  add  the  expression  of  their  conviction  of  the  marked 
fairness  and  wisdom  with  which  the  agent  has  managed  the  matters 
intrusted  to  his  hands. 

HENRY  M.  DEXTER, 
JOHN  O.  MEANS, 

J.  P.  MELLEDGE, 

Committee. 


DONATIONS  OF  BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS. 


Vols. 


Abbott,  Austin,  New  York  City . 

Abbott,  Rev.  Edward,  Cambridge . 

American  Board’ of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Boston,  Newspapers 

American  Education  Society,  Boston .  “ 

American  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York . 

American  Missionary  Assoriation,  New  York . 

American  Peace  Society,  Boston  . . 

American  Seamen’s  Friend  Society,  New  York . 

American  Swedenborg  Printing  and  Publishing  Society,  New  York  . 

Ames,  Dr.  Azel,  Wakefield . 

Amherst  College,  Amherst . 

Anderson,  Rufus,  d.  d.,  Boston  Highlands . 

Andover  Theological  Seminary . 

Avery,  Mrs. - ,  West  Springfield . 

Ayer,  Rev.  C.  L.,  Taftville,  Ct . 

Baker,  Mrs.  Emily  S.,  Hopkinton . 

Baker,  Rev.  Smith,  Low*  11  . . 

Barrows,  William,  d.  d.,  Reading . 

Beal,  G-eorge,  Cohasset  .  . 

Blagden,  George  W  ,  d.  d.,  Boston . 

Bliss,  Rev.  C.  R..  Wakefield  . . 

Bowdoiu  College.  Brunswick,  Me . 

Brewer,  F..P.,  Stoekbridge,  Newspapers. 

Budington,  Wm.  Ives,  d.  d.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  . . 

Bull,  Rev.  R.  B.,  West  Brookfield . 

Bullard,  Rev.  Asa,  Cambridge . 

Bureau  of  Educa  ion,  Washington,  D.  C. . 

Byram,  Rev.  R.  M.,  Chelsea,  1  Manuscript. 

Cady,  D.  R.,  d.  d..  Arlington . 

Chamberlain,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Grinnell,  Io . 

Chapin,  Calvin,  Melrose . 

Clapp,  A.  H.,  d.  d.,  New  York  City . 

Clapp,  J.  B.,  Boston . 

Clapp,  Mrs.  Joseph  H.,  Dorchester,  Newspapers. 

Clarke,  Miss - ,  South  Natick  . . 
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17 

15 
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72 
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1 
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1 
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Pam. 
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534 

3632 

14 

4 
12 

1 

1 
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51 

1 

1 

139 

5 

5S 

X 

X 


1 


1 

2 

59 

1 

39 


14 


Coit,  Dr.  D.  T.»  Boston . 

Vols. 

2 

Pam. 

Congregationalism  Proprietors  of  ... 

23 

413 

Conn,  Mrs.  Melinda,  Canton . 

3 

Coolidge,  Rev.  A.  H.,  Leicester  .... 

3 

Cornelius,  Mrs.  Mary  H.,  Newton,  2  Manuscripts. 
Crosby,  Judge  Nathan,  Lowell  ...... 

2 

Crowell,  Prof.  E.  P.,  Amherst . 

4 

Crowell,  Robert,  n.  D.,  Essex  (late).  Library  of 

51 

Cushing,  Dea.  Andrew,  Boston  .... 

2 

4 

Cushing,  Chri-topher,  d.  d.,  Cambridge  . 

3 

Cutter,  Rev.  M.  M.,  West  Medford  .... 

1 

Dana,  Rev.  M.  M.  G.,  Norwich,  Ct . 

1 

Davis,  J.  G-.,  D.  D.,  Amherst,  N.  H . 

1 

1 

Di-mond,  Charles,  Boston . 

15 

48 

Dennett,  William  H.,  Boston . 

3 

DeWitt,  Rev.  John,  Boston,  Newspapers 

10 

182 

Dexter,  H.  M.,  D.  n.,  Boston . 

1 

5 

Dickerman,  Rev.  G.  S  ,  West  Haven,  Ct. 

1 

Duncan,  Mrs.  A.  G.,  Hanover . 

61 

250 

Dunning,  R  ilph,  Esq.,  Georgetown,  D.  C  ,  Portrait. 
Durant,  Dea.  xlugustus,  Melrose  .... 

35 

Dwight.  Rev.  B.  W.,  Clinton,  N.  Y . 

8 

Ellis,  Mrs.  F.  D.,  Medfield  ..... 

4 

Engles,  Miss  Priscilla  C.,  Chelsea  .... 

1 

Eustis,  Rev.  William  T.,  Springfield 

. 

1 

Eustis,  Mrs.  William  T.,  Longwood 

4S2 

Fullerton,  Rev.  B.  M  ,  Palmer  ..... 

2 

Gale,  Nahum,  D.  D.,  Lee . 

38 

-♦ 

Gilmanton  Theological  Seminary,  N.  H.  . 

.  2519 

4416 

Gospel  Book  and  Tract  Repository,  Boston  . 

1 

Goss,  Elbridge  H.,  Melrose . 

1 

Green,  Dr.  J  ishun,  Groton . 

32 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston . 

102 

Green,  Thomas,  Chelsea  ...... 

4 

Greenough,  Mrs.  W.,  Boston  ..... 

.  123 

3 

Hall,  Rev.  E.  Edwin,  Fair  Haven,  Ct. 

1 

Hardy,  Hon.  Alpheus,  Boston . 

118 

Hazelline.  lion.  Abner.  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  Manuscript 
Hazen,  Rev.  H.  A.,  Billerica . 

s . 

10 

Hitchcock,  Prof.  E  ,  Amherst . 

9 

Hooker,  E.  W.,  D.  D.,  Port  Atkinson,  Wis.,  Manuscripts. 
Hosraer,  Rev.  S.  D.,  South  Natick  ..... 

1 

Hubbard,  Gardiner  G.,  Cambridge  .... 

.  75 

17 

Jackson,  Rev.  George  A..  Globe  Village  . 

1 

Jennison,  Rev.  J.  F  ,  Canton . 

49 

90 

Jones,  Rev.  Jesse  H.,  North  Abington 

3 

1 

Kellogg,  A.  S.,  Vernon,  Ct . 

3 

148 

Kimball,  Rev.  Daniel,  Needham,  heirs  of 

.  125' 

51 

Kingman,  Abner,  Boston . 

4 

152 

Kingsbury,  John,  Providence.  R.  I.,  estate  of  . 

.  133 

272 

Kirk,  Miss - ,  Boston,  Newspapers 

57 

Lane,  Benjamin  P  ,  Boston,  Newspapers. 

Lane,  Col.  J.  C.,  Boston . 

6 

Larned,  Miss  Ellen  D.,  Thompson,  Ct. 

.  1 

Laurie,  Thomas,  d.  r>.,  Providence,  R.  I.  . 

4 

Lawrence,  Rev.  A.  E..  Stockbridge  .... 

.  205 

1,386 

Lawrence,  Rev.  John,  Reading . 

1 

Little,  N.,  &  Co.,  Boston  .  .  .  ... 

1 

Lockwood,  Rev.  J.  P.,  Lowestoft,  Eng. 

1 

15 


Vols.  Pam. 

Lyman,  Rev.  P.  W.,  Belchertown,  2  Manuscripts. 


Madison,  Wis.,  1st  Cong.  Ch . 

. 

10 

Manning,  Mrs.  Francis  C-,  Boston 

21 

422 

Manning,  J.  M.,  d.  d.,  Boston  .... 
Marvin,  Rev.  A.  P.,  L  ancaster,  Medallion. 

O 

Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  Boston  . 
McKenzie,  Rev.  Alexander,  Cambridge,  Manuscripts. 

2 

Means,  James  II.,  l>.  d.,  Dorchester 

21 

20 

Merriam,  Charles,  Springfield  .... 

1 

Merrill,  Rev.  Selah,  Andover  .... 

o 

Mixter,  Hon.  William,  Hardwick 

1 

Morgridge,  Rev.  Charles,  Boston 

1 

Morong,  Rev.  Thomas,  Ipswich 

7 

Morris,  Rev.  Edward,  Sherman,  Tex. 

29 

23 

Morse,  Rev.  C.  F.,  Thetford,  Vt. 

3 

Mount  Holyoke  Seminary,  South  Hadley 

1 

Munger,  Rev.  T.  T.,  Lawrence,  Engraving 

7 

60 

Nash,  Gilbert,  Boston . 

New  Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society,  Manuscript 

i 

Noyes,  Nathaniel,  Chelsea . 

i 

3 

Ogden,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.,  New  Haven,  Cl. 

i 

X 

Fackard,  Rev.  D.  T.,  Brighton  .... 
Palmer,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Boston,  Newspapers. 

38 

60 

Pennsylvania,  State  of,  through  Gov.  Hartranft 

7 

Perkins,  A.  E.  P.,  D.  D.,  Ware  .... 

6 

Pratt,  J.  EL,  Montclair,  N.  J . 

24 

Pratt,  S.  B.,  Jamaica  Plain  .... 

4 

Panchard,  Rev.  George,  Boston 

14 

228 

Quint,  A.  H.,  D.  d.,  New  Bedford 

51 

571 

Rice,  Rev.  C.  B.,  Danvers . 

i 

Rice,  Dea.  R.  E.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

2 

Rich,  A.  B.,  D.  D.,  West  Lebanon,  N.  H. 

1 

Ricker,  George  W.,  Dorchester,  Newspapers,  Picture 

2 -to 

314 

Robbins,  Edward  W.,  Kensington,  Ct., 

1 

Rodman,  Dr.  W.  W.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

9 

Ropes,  J.  S.,  Boston . 

10 

750 

Ross,  James,  New  Bedford  .... 

1 

Runnels,  Rev.  Moses  T.,  Sanbornton,  N.  H. 

3 

Salford,  A.  H.,  Cambridge . 

2 

Sanford,  Rev.  David,  Medway,  2  Manuscripts 

3 

1 

Sanford,  Rev.  Enoch,  Rnynham 

2 

Sears,  Barnas,  D.  d.,  Stanton,  Va. 

i 

Seventh  Day  Advent  Tract  Society  . 

1 

Smith,  Rev.  E  P.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Map 

18 

Spalding,  S.  J.,  D.  D.,  Newburyport 

1 

State  Library . 

23 

14 

Stearns,  Rev.  J.  G.  D.,  Clearwater,  Minn. 

•> 

Stetson,  Mr?}.  E. ,  Walpole,  Newspapers  . 

97 

Stiekney,  Jos.  Henry,  Baltimore,  Md. 

1 

Stockwell,  S.  N.,  Boston  ..... 

10 

348 

Stone,  Mrs.  Benjamin  P.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

1 

Stone,  Rev.  Richard  C.,  Bunker  Hill,  Ill.  . 

1 

Strong,  Rev.  E.  E.,  Waltham  .... 

1 

Tenney,  Rev.  E.  P.,  Ashland  .... 

1 

Tenney,  H.  A.,  Chelsea . 

21 

Thompson,  A.  C  ,  D.  D.,  Boston  Highlands 

5 

Thompson,  J.  P  ,  D.  d.,  Germany  . 

1 

Thompson,  Rev.  W.  A.,  Reading 

1 

Thornton,  J.  Wingate,  Boston,  3  Manuscripts 

1 

Veils. 


1 6 


*  Todd.  Thomas,  Boston . 

Treat,  Dr.  A.  O.,  Boston, . 

Trowbridge,  Rev.  T.  C.,  Boston 
Turner,  Rev,  E.  B.,  Hannibal,  Mo.  . 

Wardwell,  W.  T.,  Newton  .... 
Warren,  I.  P.,  D.  D.,  New  York  City 
Welch,  Mrs.  L.  Augustus,  Windsor,  Ct. 

Welles,  Roger,  Newington,  Ct. 

Whitcomb,  G-eorge  W.,  Worcester,  Newspapers 
Whitney,  Miss  Sally,  Boston  .... 
Whittemore,  Joel,  New  York  City  . 

Wiggin,  John  K.,  Boston.  28  Manuscripts  . 
Wilder,  Rev.  M.  H.,  West  Meriden,  Ct.  . 
Willeox,  Rev.  W.  H..  Reading 
Williams,  Rev.  C.  H.,  Boston  .... 
Willi  ms  College,  Wdliamstown 
Winslow,  Mrs.  Myron,  Boston  .  ... 

Woodworth,  Rev.  C.  L.,  Boston 
Worthington,  Roland,  Boston  .... 
Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Ct . 


1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

54 

26 

7 

1 

49 


Pam. 

33 


42 


7 

3 

100 

15 

1 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  CHURCHES  AND  INDIVIDUALS. 


Connecticut. 


Bristol,  S.  W.  Valentine .  $1  00 

Collinsville,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.  add’l  5  00 

Hampton,  “  “  “  7  50 

New  Haven,  1st  Cong.  Ch.  Soc  .  .  .  283  59 

Taftville,  Rev.  C,  L.  Ayer .  1  00 

Willimantic,  Cong,  Ch.  and  Soc.  .  40  81 

Woodstock,  East,  Rev.  E.  H.  Pratt 
and  wife .  5  00 


$343  90 

Maine. 

Kenneburik,  Joseph  Titeomb  .  .  .  $10  00 

Massachusetts. 

Boston,  Jordan,  Lovett  &  Co  .  .  .  .  $116  87 


Chelsea,  Hervcy  Upham .  1  00 

Jamaica  Plam,  Dr.  R.  W.  Wood  .  .  1  00 

No.  Chelmsford,  Rev.  Dan’l  Phillips  1  00 
Rehoboth,  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc  ...  12  00 

Ware,  1st  “  “  “  5  00 

West  Boxford,  Samuel  Rowe  ...  1  00 

Winchester,  M.  A.  Herrick  ....  75  00 


$212  87 

New  Hampshire. 

Barnstead,  Dr.  John  Wheeler  and 


wife  . .  5  00 

Plaistow,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc  ....  5  50 

Rindge,  “  “  “  15  00 


$25  50 


New  Jersey. 

Montclair,  1st  Cong.  Cb.  and  Soc  .  $300  00 

“  Miss  Lucy  W.  Rodman  .  1  00 

$301  00 

New  York. 


Lockport,  Rev.  James  W.  Cooper  $25  00 
Madison,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc  .  ...  500 

New YorkCity,  Harlem Ch.andSoc.  34  55 
Rodman,  Rev.  Sam’l  Johnson,  add’l  1  00 


$65  55 

Ohio. 

Cincinnati,  Mrs  John  Howe  .  ...  $1  00 

Cleveland,  Euclid  Av.  Cong  Ch.  and 

Society .  100  00 


$101  00 

Vermont. 

1. 

Glover .  $3  00 


Summary. 

Connecticut . $343  90 

Maine .  10  00 

Massachusetts.  ......  ...  212  87 

New  Hampshire .  25  50 

New  Jersey .  301  00 

NewYork .  65  55 

Ohio .  101  00 

Vermont . .  .  3  00 


$1,062  82 


